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 English subtitles. Australia. February 6, 2011. Posted at The Cinema Snob at the conclusion of a 2002 interview with director
Udayakantha Warnasuriya. *** Benson Tanuya: How did you come to make your first movie? Udayakantha Warnasuriya: The

fact is, I was a student and I was one of the writers. We were approached by the National Film Corporation of Sri Lanka
(NFCSL) to put together a group of directors to make a Sri Lankan film. There were many directors who had made a few films.
I was one of the writers so I was not a director. But I was aware of the talents of some directors and I thought that it would be an

honour to be asked to be in a group of directors. BT: But you said in the 2002 interview, “I wish I had the ability to direct a
film.” I was asked by NFCSL to make a film called CID: Missing the Tide. After that, the actor Premasiri Harsha asked me to
direct his film. And that was the beginning of my career as a director. BT: When did you realize that you were ready to direct
your first film? I was a director for two years. I had worked in the public sector as a writer and I had written a script for the

Unesco film competition and I had written a documentary. I had done radio work and I had worked in television. I had also been
involved in the music business. I was a writer and I had also made short films. And then when I made CID, my confidence and
self-esteem started to grow. But I was not really sure whether I was ready to take the responsibility of being the director of a

film. After the film won prizes at international film festivals, I realised that I was ready to take the responsibility. BT: Why did
you decide to make CID? I was not personally involved in any political issue or any social issue in Sri Lanka. But I was getting
to the end of my writing career. I had written several documentaries. And I was involved in other public sector work. So I was

interested in the world of crime and drama. I was also interested in the US and how they dealt with crime in the US. There were
no films dealing with crime in Sri Lanka. And I thought that CID would be a good subject for a crime film 82157476af
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